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PREFACE
| 29 January 1956

I would be most remiss if I failed to acknowledge the two primary
sources of assistance ﬁhich made it possible for me to complete this
paper, Foremost of these is my wife wﬁo, at great inconvenience to her-
éel;t‘, kept the children quiet so that I could work. She also deserves high
praise for so guarding the mass of papers and books attendant to the organ-
izatidn of this work that they were never lost, jumbled or destroyed by
the children or by other agencies,

The other valuwable source of assisﬁance was the staff of the library
of the Infantry School, and I hereby acknowledge with gratitude their
help, Once I had ocecasion to look up some references on amphlibious ware

fare, When I found that "Amphibious Warfare" references were filed under
"Joint®, and that the Dieppe Raid was filed under "Cross Channel", I reale
ized that I was lost without trained librarian assistance, Thié assistance
was always readily and efﬁ.cien‘bly rendered,

The combat examples used in this paper are amplified by sketches attach-
ed as Amnexes, The reader will note that these annexes csn be opened out
and read concurrently with the text of the monograph itself. The sketches
are based on ones found in references, but they have been corrected or made
more detailed by comparison with U.S. Army maps of the area of operations.
No sketches have been traced or copied directly,

The reader is hereby advised that the point of view expregsed in this

paper is that of the author and not necessarily that of the Infantry School
or of the Department of the Army,




INTRODUCTION

ATP 21-11), paragraph 13, statési "The Active Army will conduct at least
one third of the applicatery stages of all tactical traiming and training
in mevements during the hours of darkness, stressing individual and unit

night discipline®, De we of the Active Army adhere faithfully to this dir-
ective ? In the immortal words.and doubting inflection of George Gebel,
KBure we do",

We do, Any S-3 worth his salt.can satisfy an inspector of training that
he is complying with the ATP, But is he really complying 7 In s@ cases,
possibly. But in many units the ATP is being interpreted in a sharp and
super-legal manner that effectively reduces the int.énded amount of rdght
training, Perhaps the wording of the ATP is af. fault,

1t reads “applicatory stages", for exemple., Whe determines what these
stages are ? He who wishes to reduce nigﬁt training has only te decide that
they are few, He can take a block of six hours of the "Squad in the Attack" '
for example, and decide that of the six houi's only two are "applicatory"., He
can decide that the rest sheculd be spent in discﬁssion, conference, lecture
and denonstraiion; and therefore he needs schedule only one thiréd of twe
hours after dark, The "Night Fighter" type of S~3, on the other hand, can
decide that all six hours of such a problem are "applicatory" and schedule
two hours after dark. Beth have complied with the ATP,

The ATP reads "tactical training". Seme S5-3's believe that almost all
training is tactical. They exclude only purely mechanical classes and TI&E,
Gharacber Guidance and the like, These 3-3's will, logically enocugh, schedule
much more of their training at night. Others may decide that "tactical train-
ing" is only that which involves units in purely tactical problems. These
will alse have complied with the ATP as written, but they will have scheduled

3



much less night training.

The third part of the ATP which leads away from night training is the
expression "training in movements®. To some this means only gelting the
troops loaded inte trucks by night and having long colums of vehicles
cross well-defined IP's in good order. 1 am inclined to believe that the
writers of the ATP had very different ideas. I believe they meant that .
Squad Leaders should be trained to move their Squads by vehicle, snow-
shoe, ski, foot, boat, raft and anything else by which troops can move,
efficiently and accurately at night,

The reasons why some plammers of training slight night training are cb-
vious, Night training is a chore for ali. It is much more difficult to
conduct than daylight training and it leads to more headaches., Night
_training means that the troops must be kept out late at might and depriv-
ed of their passes, and the troops don't like this, It means that the
unit officers, and even occasionally the staff officers, must be kept out
late at night, which they don't like either. Night training must be laia
on and planned with more care and thought and effort than daylight train-
ing because night problems are harder to centrol, to run and to evaluate,
T4 means that far more concern and thought for safety must be exercised be-
cause there is more danger of accidents at qight znd no one wants mecre of
thoser(aside from the humanitarian aspects, the reports are a pain in the
neck), For all of these reasons, even officers who give "lip service" to the
need for night training shy away from actually scheduling it.

Still ancther reascn is that, for officers, night training means still
lenger hours than they already keep. This because all too few commanders
actually give officers any compensatory time, All too often, "Open Time®
or “Company Commander's Time" or "maintenance time" scheduled after night
training are given only to the troops. ihe officers are required to use the

time in catching up on administration, in holding boards and courts and in
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attending meetings, The net result is that officers look with undisguised
horror on night training. I believe that if more night training is sched-
uled, enough so that it hqéomes 2 habit, then even the less thoughtful com-
‘manders will.eventually provide the officers with "compensatory® time. This
will be true sooner, of course, if the aforementioned commanders attend them-
selves, some of this night training,

The reader will probably agree with my enumeration of the difficuliles
izrvolvet;l in scheduling night training., His question undoubiedly is, then,
%411 right, you have explained why night training is a pain in the neck and
I agree, Why bother with it %%,

The reason# why we must '"bother with” it are the theme of this paper., I
intend to show why it is absolutely vital that we start truly training our
troops in night fighting, I am convinced that we must become now more than
ever an army of "night fighters®, There is a tremendous amount to be gained
by a great stress on night training, If I can influence just one commander
or 5-3 to that way oi‘_thinking then this monegraph project will have been

well worth the effort.



DISCUSSION

In his great World War II book "This Is Your War’, Eraie Pyle says
"One of my favorite anecdotes was aboul a soldier en guard duty in the
front-‘ lines one night, for the first time, He heard a strange noise,
fired at it, and then called cut 'Whe went there?! ", (12:286) |

His socldier ma;y not have been well trained in the manner of haltihg
and challenging, but he had a real idea of the dangers inherent in the
night. All of our soldiers shewld have this idea; both of the dangers
to themselves in the dark and of the dangers they can mak.e for the en-
emy in the d.érk. _

_ During the summer of 1951 I served on a Division training committee
and_got. the opportunity to run every Squad and every Fiatoon in the Div-
ision through two night problems which I get up and ran, I vas & Lieut-
enant in the 18th Infantry Regiment in Germarny., The training cenditioms
were, I believe, ideal. ‘he First Division was at that time, a stable

- organmization comprised mostly of long term, Regular Army soldiers. The
influx of draftees, many of them not there even long enough to cemplete
a full training cycle, had not yet wertaken it. My two problems were
"The Squad as a Night Recon Patrol® and "The Flatoon in the Atitack", 1
believe the training was very good. It was inspected so often that it
shouid have been,

I noticed some interesting things during my entire summer of night train-
ing. We had a Ranger Company at that time, and in the patrol problem the
Rangers were an interesting paradox, They were excellent troéps ; well
trained individually and in fine physical condition, We expected them to
do well, They didn't, Their orders were poor, their control was terr-
ible and their cooperation between men was non-existent, Their patrols
were carried out by nine separate men and not by well-goordinated small
units, The Assistant Instructors were impressed by t.he individual work

6



done by the men. They crept and crawled and kept down. They made little
noise. Each man locked over the assigned “enemy" area (as he felt like
locking it over) and the Squads brought back, piecemeal, most of the de-
sired information, Individusily, these men were outstanding. As a wnit,
they were poor. The Aggressor ddtail caught one of the patrols and scatter-
ed it by machine gun fire, The 'pat.rOi scattered and never got together
again until all nine had returned separately to their starting point,

~ Some of the patrols from the rifle cempanies (thére was a wide differ-
ence between companies, in sp;’te of what is said about the limitations
under which a Company Commander tries to train his own unit) were far
better than the Rangers - in orgamizing the patrol. The best of the pat-
rols carefully planned the operat.ion.. The Squaereadsr would issue an ex-
cellent order; his planning was superb. The umpire listening to the prep-
arations would expect a superlative Jjob, Then the patrol would move out,
The men would make as much noise as a herci of cattle, They would spread
out until they wer_e' lost or they would cluster together until they were a
compact little target. The Aggressor details would have no trouble in
spotting them and raising hob with their patrols, Because of individual
failures, the patrols would become ineffective; in spite of thelr fine
pre«line-of-departure work,

One rifle company (happily from my regiment, but unfortunately not from
my battalion) very nearly "maxed" my problem. They cembined the excellent
planning of the better patrol leaders with the excellent individual work
of the Rangers. The Company Commander, I found oub later, was responsible,
Himseii‘ a firm believer in night work (and high test scores), he had trained
and extolled and harangued his men until they were eager to do well and were
capable of remembering ail_t.hat 't.hey had learned in their previcus training,
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Unfortunately, this Company Commander had raised his men to an untenable
fever pitch and by the time they reached my other problem, "The Flatoon in
the Night Attack", they were spent. They went through that problem like a
bunch of very young Boy Scouts, doing as poor & job as any I had ever seen,
But that problem of Y"over-training" (thdh a minor problem in today's
army) is another field of discussion,

For what the comment i1s worth, I might mention that the second best
cempany through my patrol problem was one from the Division Engineers,
They had an excellent Company Commander, and able officers, but the main
reason for their success was the admitted fact that «ll of this night In-
fantry work was new and fascinating to them and they worked at it with the
eagerness of children with a new and fascinating toy.

Another gratis comment .t-hat. I might throw in here, 'though I am wan-
dering from my subject, is the one that my suh-cominittee that ran these twe
night problems was under the "Special Operations Committee", It doesn't
really matter what you call the committees of a training group, but I
think it is significant when perfectly routine night. training activities
are classified as "special operations'.

Today there are many units that are well trained in neither individuals
nor in units, but the point to remember is that the men must be trained as
individual soldiers and as unit teams. Diac:i..pline' and esprit are large
factors also, Obviocusly, the ideal solution is to have well-disciplined
units with high esprit de corps, not stale from over-training, in which
the i ndividual soldiers and the fighting teams are well trained in all
forms of night operations, This is a big order, but it is the ultimate
geal toward which we all must strive,
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ik‘Ths Korean War is perhaps tﬁe best example of the reason why we must
carry out this night training business in earnest; There are countless
examples of night fighting, both good and bad on our part, in that three
year unpleasantness. The enemy we fought there fought mostly at night
and frequently fought very well at night, We can conclude that the enw
emy was trained in Russian ideas and techniques, se we can further con-
clude that the Russians favor night operations alse, From our experience
in Korea it becomes obvicus that we must be able to fight at night if only
because the enemy will., If anyone requires further proof of Russian in-
terest in night fighting, I.note the following comment from a Soviet
military journal (speaking about Woﬁld War II): "Night has always been
the true ally of bold and skillful warriors, In conditions of the present
war the role of night operations has grown especially. The fire power of
the defense and the abundance of varied combat materiel new limit the
success of day combat', (14:89)

"But", you may say, "The Korean War does not necessarily indicate that
the enemy will want to fight st might. We forced him to fight us at night
by our preponderance of artillery and air support,® Very well, let us
assume that he did so only because by day our artillery and air were too
much for him, As the world miliﬁary picture shows itself teday, who, in
the next war, is likely to be the holder of preponderant artillery and air
forceg; we or our enemies ? The answer is, I believe, obvicus. In any
future war it may well be we who suffer from enemy artillery and air sup-
sriority. It may well, then, be we who are forced to fight at night be-
cause enemy air and artillery will clobber us by day. The shoe may well
be on the other foot nextltime; and if it i8 we had.bes£ be prepared to

make the most of the protective cloak of darkness,
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- Field Manual 7-20 lists several good reasons for conducting night op-
_ erations, All of these may, from time to time, dictate that we choose
to operate at night; ‘he one which is sure, I believe, to dominate our |
thinking when the next .'-far comes along is the one which states that one
purpose of a night attack is % Te avoid heavy losses that would be ine-
curred by daylight ¥ (4:201) , This because any way in which you look
at the situation teday, I dén't believe you can find a potential situat=
ien for temoyrew in which our enemies will not outnumber us, We will be
vastly outmmbered in all probability, and there will be greater stress
than ever on reducing casuslties, Hence - night operations. I do net
-mean by the foregoing that the U.S5. Army has ever advocated taking many
casualties, In the past, however, we have occasionally taken those cas-
uslties in exchange for a particularly desired objective, Outnumbered
as we will undoubtedly be the next time, I de not believe we will have
the choice,

Manpower is our greatesi lack, and saving lives is our heaviest con-
cern; 8o any precedure that will save manpower is the procedure that we
must use,

There is one other cogent reason for our stressing night operations,
It is reason enough to make night training essential even if there were
no other reasons, This reason is neatly drawn out in a small pamphlet
issued by Major General Terry de la Mesa Allen to the officers of the
104th Infantry Divisien in World .Har II. General Allen was a whole-
hearted believer in night operations and made his Division extremely cap-
able in them., (Both his Divisions, actually. The 1lst Infantry Division,
which he commanded through the North African and Sicilian Campaigns, was
also very efficient at night (12:286), At the end of his little pamphlet
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General Allen says " The skillful use of night.at.tacks indicates smart,
aggressive leadershiﬁ. Night attacks will frequently gain difficult lime
ited objectives with comparatively few casualties, Attacking troops must
be highly trained and imbued with a determination te close with the enemy
‘and destroy him with the bayonet %, (3:6)

Successiul night operations do indicate something, General Allen says
it is “smar'ﬁ, aggressive leadership®. It is even more than that. If you
have troops and small unit leaders who are capable of operating success-
fully at night, what can you conclude about them ?  Yeu know that your men
have conquered the perfectly natural fear of the unknown (the dark) that
is common to us-alls at least enough to be able and willing to operate in
it, If your leaders can navigate at night and can control their units at
night, when the problems of movement and control are mest magnified, then
you can be reasonably sure that your Squad Leaders are capable of controll-
ing their men and moving them_ at any time, Good night fighters have learned
how to move when movement is most difficult (including all of movement's
preblems: walking and ruming, map reading, lecation of pesition, compass
reading, identification and many others), They have learned that to get in-
formation or to make conbact with the enemy'they mxst move in clese te, or
within, that enemy's position. All:of these things are what the good night
fighter knows aﬁd can do. Are these talents and this knewledge useful only
at night 7 Obvieusly not, If a Squad Leader can control and move a Squad
by night, then it is logical to assume that he cam control and move it even
better in the daylight, Fer no other reason than this, then, it might be
& good idea to do our traiming at night, If the men can deo well at night
they can do even better in the daytime; and if cur troeps are imbued with
the need for closing with the enemy, they will have the necessery sggress-
iveness to close with and destroy him - day or night,
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Is ’oﬁe converse of this true ? If a Squad Leader can expertly com -
trol his Squad by daylight, can we conclude that he will alse be able te
“do se at night ? Unfertunately - no. |

If we stress night fighting and make our soldiers able and willing te
fight at might, we will have prepared them fer what they will probably be
requlred to do in the ﬁext war, If none of our soldiers ever fights agein
at night we will h:rve lost nothing by this emphasis (except maybe a little
sleep). The skills a soldier learns in becoming a ;ki_'llec_l night fighter
only make him yet mere qualified in daylight fighting,

A1l of ua will someday be in a position to schedule training at ene
level or another. Instead of ducking night trainming, let's increase it.

It may even mean that we will have some time off during the day; some-
thing t.hat. many ¢f us have never known,

There is extant a book en training called "Realistic Combat Training
and How Te Cenduct It* by Lieutenant Colomel Rebert B, Rigg. His theme
is not night training alene, but on this subject he says " The night is
not for rest, For the aggrassiie ’ elark.ness is a shield and armer; fer
the timid, the lazy and the uncautious, it is quicksand., There is mo fin-
er traiming howr or period for the development of individual and small
unit spirit and confidence., Night is the time to teach men te capitalize
on epemy areas just behind, or deep inte hostile lines, This is _fhe age of
helicopter patrols, the twilight launched and landed men who can make the
safest rear avea unsafe, Soldier confidence is built when you give him
practi’ée in overcoming the uncertainties of darkness, -Me ‘sure your men -
whatever the type unii - learn te operate in aarkness,' net just stand or
wallow around”, (13:51)
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Let us consider some examples of night fighting to note the things we
mst stress in training, Combat examples cannot prove that we must stress
night training; nor can they prove that we are either very bad or very good
in night fighting. T could pick three exampleg of terrible night work or
I could pick three excellent ones, and neither would prove anything, I
have chosen one good one and one‘ba.d one from Korea and one good one from
~ World War II. They are of interest in guiding our thinking sbout this
problem, but of no particular value in proving or disprefing anything.

Sketches 1, 2 and 3 show the dispositions of Cempanies K and L of the
9th Infantry Regiment cn the night of 25 November 1950, The reader will
note (from Sketch 2) that K and L are too far apart for mutual support,
| The reader will also notice that both .C.ompa.rﬂ.es are well forward of Bate
talion, which is about half a mile to the left rear of Company L. The
reader will conclude that these are poor dispesitions from which te fight
the Chinese Communist Army as it sweeps down from the north in a "new war', |
The dispositions are poor for such a purpose; but the troops were only
vaguely aware that such a purpcse. need ever be considered, The 9th In-
fantry Regiment was advancing rapidly against the crumbling Horth Korean
Army and such isolated dispositions were sufficient to ward off any att-
acks by disorganized North Korean groups, No ene was particularly cone
cerned. The dispositions were not good but they were good enbuéh for what
they had been facing, They were not good encugh for what ’c.hea‘:gr were about
to face, bub the lack of inteiligence information which caused the error
is beyond the scope of this paper ( 'ﬁay beyend ! ).
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Actuaily, the dispositions as shown here are far worse, evén, than
they appear to be; and some of the reasons have to do with the concern
of this paper - training, Both Gempanieé were vastly understrength,

That has nothing to do with training, Although they were on ridges

2500 yards apart, the two Gompan:.’a.es. thought that they were in supporting
distance of each other, This is a great criticism of the training of
both, Neither one sent out patrols to find the other, so throughout the
night neither knew where the other was, They could not commnicate with
each other, either; their radios would not reach and they did not bother
to string wire, The only reaséns the researcher can find possibly te ex
plain these deﬁciencies are ﬁhat no one had any idea of the enormiiy of
the impending Chinese Communist attack and that the men of both Cempanies
were extremely tired from hard marching over very rugged terrain all day.

Batialion Headquarters showed itself to be equally misled or ill-train-
ed, They were in commmications with neither Company, Again, radies would
not reach. Battalion tried sending out wire to K Company. A Sergeant went
out with it and, apparently too tired to climb the ridges to the farward
positions he followed the .twists and turns of the low ground, He ran out
of wire about two-thirds ef the way out, No cne either at Battalion or at
the Cempany bothered to do anything about this and wire commnications re-
mained nil.

The reader will note that Company K had a machine gun posted on its
left flank to cever the broad, flab stream bed which ran arcund the foot
of their position., The gunner of this weapon and several riflemen were
downt there watching. The reader will alsc note that the Company has gone
into position around the lower of two little peaks, The peak on the right
is about fifty. feet higher than the one on the left, The troeps actually
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dug in on even lower ground, not even' making sure of the 1ittle peak. This
ignoring of the high ground can again be explained by the lack of cencern
for the enemy and also by the tiredness of the troops - digging was easier
in the lower ground,

Before we consider the conduct of this disaster it might be well o note
~that no units of the Eighth Army are in front of Company K., When the CCF
arrives, Company K will be the first to know,

The action opened in the creek bed covered by the machine gun, Specifice-
ally, a whole Chinese Regiment passed through the creek bed avout forty
yards from the machiné gun, The gunner did ne®® open fire, nor did he at-
tempt to get werd back te the CP about the eﬁeuqr. Finally, when the last
of the column passed, one of the riflemen down there opened fire and then
ran back up the hill. The machine gunner .then figured it was time to fire
and did se. - His gun fired a few rounds and then quit, The Chinese hit the
ground, The gumner werked the bolt and fired a few more reunds, but then
the gun quit again and the Chinese got up and moved toward him., The gumner
got up, left the g and ran up the hill to rejoin the 3rd Platoon. None
of this gpeaks well .for ‘_'bhe somewhat casual manner in which these men
faced an enemy regiment. None of it speaks particularly well for the
training of the machine gunner or of the riflemen. Wwhen these men reached
the 3rd Platoon, none of them bothered to tell the Platoon Leader what they ‘
had seen, This added to the general belief of the Cempany that this whole
affair was one of a small group of the enemy such as they had often beat-
en off as the defeated enemy streamed north,

The 2nd Platoon. had fired on some of the eneny, as had the machine
gun, and all of Company K was falling back to regroup around the little
peak where they shonld have been in the first place, 1t was while they

were falling back that the main Chinese attack struck., The enemy attack
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wag made apparently by about twe enemy Companies whe breke off from the
maln bedy and attacked frem the rear, The rest of the Chinese Regiment
continued on its way into L Company's positien and thence inte the rear
areas, The aforementioned lack of communications meant that each posit-
ion hit by the Chinese was surprised just ss much as K Cempany had been;
and this includes mest of the elements of the Eighth Army.

- K Company disintegrated as the Chinese attacked. They withdrew as
shoﬁn on the sketch and the few survivers eventually arrived back in
our lines after varying degrees of individual hardship, Some individ-
uals fought well in this rugged time and seme feught badly or not at all,
The officers did what they could and several Nen-Cems are alse meniicned
in various accounts for trying to bring some order out of the chaos, Fer-
haps I am unjust in blaming this mess on t.hé training of Company K and
perhaps the more clgeitable view would be te siress the fact that ne ene
knew sbout the CCF entry inte the war, Many years from now, histery will
record more accurately the facts of the situatien, but I believe that even
now officers concerned with troop training should study situations like
this one to see that the chance ef reoccurence is at an irreducible min-
imm,

The story of Company L in this matter is similar, The Company had puilt
bonfires because of the cold and as the CCF Regiment passed beyond Cempany
K's positiens, it clearly saw the eutlines of Company L's, Of course, L
Company knew nothing of what had happened te Company K, and Battalien had
no idea what was happening to either, The onljr difference in the CCF attack
on L Cempany wae that they did not attack blowing bugles and playing shep-
herd's pipes. They didn't have to. Those tricks were to draw fire to gain
ap’ idea of owr dispositions, In this situation, L Company's dispositions
were clear in the firelight,
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Some of the men and officers of Company L‘ fought valiantly, if te no

| great purpose. As if their troubles already ocuilined were not enough,
they also suffered from a lack of ammunition, particularly mortar ammun-
ition and grenades. They were to be resupplied, but their party bring-
ing up the resupply was driven off when it stumbled inte some of the Chi-
nese attacking the position, It was a rather sorry effort and resulted
in no resupply at all for Company L. |

Getting back to the communications situatien (which would have been
corrected by some conscientious and well-trained Communicatiemns people
and properly concerned officers and Non-Coms), it is well here te note
that word of this defeat of K and L Companies did not reach Battalion
until stragglers from K Company reached there early the next morning,

By then the enemy was well into the Regimeni's rear, (The foregoing
account is from 10:56 amplified in part from 11)

Another example of night fighting in Korea was the defense of "Mil-
lion Dollar Hill" by Company X of the Sth Infantry Regiment, 2ith In-
fantry Division, on the nmight of ) August 1951, This defense is unus-
ual in no particular regard, It went off in exactly the way a defense
should come off. Everything worked magnificently and it went just as the |
"book" says it should.

The Company was arranged in a tight perimeter around the three knobs
shown onr the sketch (Sketch #)., The enemy held the last little kneb and
the ridge next to "Million DUellar Hill", 3rd Battalien had taken the hill
in an attack two days before (it was part of the limited objective series
of attacks being made all aleng the almost stable front). King spent all
of the day securing their defense,  We need not go into detail about how they
did i%{., Their training was apparently excellent, They left nothing to
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chance and they were pér;t‘ectl,y prepared forlwiﬁteve_r the night might bring,
They had spent the day digging '_foxhoies deep, by order of the _Geinpany Com-
méndgr. ‘They had ari-anged"trip flares and other warning devices around
their area, All day Korean carrying parties bféught up ammunition, gren-
ades and other supplies, The Compa.xw was being supported by two batteries
of 105%s, two batteries of 155's and two Con;panies. of h.2's in addition to
the organig weapons of the. Company and the Battalion. The for#arc_l ﬁ'bser-
vers and the Company Commander speﬁt the dﬁy. planming and registering the
fires of all theée weap.ons. N_oﬁhiﬁg ﬁas left 1.:.0. chaxice; just as the "book"
says nothing should-_be. left t§ chance, | | |

The only deviation .(ﬁther than deviation: inlwrent in Korean %hogback
ridge" terrain) made by the Company Commander from accepted common def-
_ensé teachings was to establish a Teserve Squad of eight fnen whicﬁ he_pe_r-
sonally controlled, These men were to remain near the CP. When thﬂ‘.'Gom-'; '
pan;y Commander thought they were needed._sgmeﬁhere to plug a-hole or a g-ap
in the lines or to reinférc_e the defense somewhers, he ha.d them on hand te
rush up.l This 1s r;ot.' a startli"ng: llimevat.'i..on, but it might be an 'idéa Wor- |
thy of fin'.ther thought by peof:le concerned with teaching small unit defen-
sive tactics, After-action interviews indicated that the men of the Com=
pany were reassured in knowing that supﬁofﬁ was available to them if needed,
(5:205) O

The Chinese attacked in éonsiderable _st.rength up the ridgeline from the
little knoll which they controlled, They attacked hardest against the 2nd
Platoen which was holding the eastern end of the.perimeter. The Chinese |
attacked first by throwing in waves of hand grenédes. No great damage was
* done and the attack was beaten off initially by a Sergeant and twp men who
'cli.miaed to the top of a little rock outeropping and themselves dropped gren-
ades into the attackers, rThe ridge was so steep that it was eas'}'to roll
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greﬁaﬂes into the enemy..'. The a_.ttéck died down and there was a luil for
about half an hour, | - |

An eneny soldier sneaked up alone agad_nst the znd Flatoon's machine
gun and fired at i{ Hit.h a flare gu.n Hhich m'ﬂnﬂ.na‘bed the frcmt ‘of the
emplacement, The gunner picked the gun"off ita tr:.pod and, flring 7Hol-
1ywood Style® frem the hip, poured eﬁoﬁgh fire into the Chinese to keep
them from taking'.a&vant.agie of the illﬁmimtien;- 'hhother enemy soldier
finally wounded ﬁhe gunner - with a grenadé. At that pdint,the enemy at-
tack reached its greatest violence of the m.ght and several of the mach-
' ine gunners and men protecting the machine gun mre wounded, Reallzing
the criticality of the gun, the Sergeant mentioned earlier leapt down and
manned the gun., He then yelled back to have the eight man reserve squa;d.
rushed down to his position. The initial Chinese grenade assault had
bfokén the sound power tele;ﬁhone 1iné from the 'Plat.oén to the Company,
but eager'hanés had fixed it and the call got through,

The eight men reached the position and rkep.t up the volume of fire in
that sector. The whole perimeter was blazing by this time but no one,
anparently, got particularly excited, Mortar fire was iﬁcreased as the
.eight- man reserve squad moved into position; te cover itheir move, Every-
thing went exactly as p_l'anned. The 2nd Platoon was most heavily engaged
and hence was 1miest_ oen ammunition, A Nen-Com immediately brought a re-
supply by taking it from the less heavily engaged lst and 3rd Platoonms,
Thé 2nd Platoon Machine Gun went out from being fired too much and it was
rapidly replaced by the ‘gun belonging to the Srd, |

Ammunition was m:nning low and the Gompany Gomander asked Battalion
for a resupply. It would take & few_mitmt.es to get it up, 8o ‘the order
went out to conserve ammnition, The enemy assault died down again at

_ . . _ :



about 0100, Tﬁe.'xarem_mrmﬁtion carrying parties, however, had been
fired on and were unwilling to climb the hill, Ammunition would be a
problem. The Cmpan;?' waited two hours foi-' émuni_ﬁion and none came up. |
The men ‘bégan to show signs of worfy sb, :con.fideﬁﬁly, the Goinpany Comman- -
der said e ‘11 Just- wrestle 'em when we run out. of arrmunit.ion" (51 208).:
Morale contlnued high. | .

To cover the embarassing shortage of ammunition the Company Comander :
 called for ar'b:L'I.lery and mortar fire on the still-contimuing enemy fire
from t.he ad,jacent. ridges. . The art.illery and the mortars fired contirrually
for - ant hour and & half unta.l da,ylight came and the enemy fire ceased

Uni‘ort.unataly, the Cnmpany vas withirawn from the hill the next day, - :
It had been ta.ken in a 1:|.mited obgect.ive attack just to keep the enemy off
balance and Eighth Army did net want it held. K Company hated to leewe, but
they d1d 80 with consn.derable pride. They counted 116 enemy dead around their -
perimeter and fJ.gured they . had killed and wounded many more. K Company's . |
casualties mmbered 5 wounded and none killed or missing, |

Thié example is a piéas_ant one to wr-ite about because it w‘eﬁt 80 exact-
1y according to plan and to good tactical doctr:.ne. It indicatea excellent'
traa.n:.ng at all echelons and perhaps even more than tha.t. 1t. lndicatea dls-_.
¢ipline and control uni‘ort_.unately not.- common, It was, adm;_'htedly, a lux~- .
urious defense ih _‘_View of the vasi suppo.rting fires ;. but it. is worthy of
study bécaﬁae, ide'aily, these t.h-i'ngs s}i_ould be available to the defense,
(This account is from 5: 201). _- | |

The third example seems to be a favorite of the Infantry Schoel 3 prob- _
ably because of the unusual boundaries prescribed by Regiment (see 'Sket.ch
#5). ‘The Adﬁanced Course discussed a very much modified version of this |
example in class; with units disguised so as to be unidentifisble, I be-
lieve it was unhé&essary to -"coﬁce'al"the units involved; they certainly had -
little to .be ashamed o_f.. | | |
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On the 2nd of 'Dec_'eimbex.' 191;1;,'the 101;_1;5 (Timberwolf) hiviéién_had_ reach-
ed the Inde River in their drive ;thmugh_thé Rubw a_nd into the heart of
Germany, This_#as' General Terry men' Division and was particularly
well-trained in night operﬁtions, as was p.reviouslyl noted, In this acti;m'
 the hlStﬁ Infantry .Regiment.moved.out in a night attack against a built up
industrial area. As such things are categ.orize.cl, this is af:out a,smuch a
. “Special Operation" as an operation can get; It was a night abtack across
a river, with a built up area “for its objective, Sketeh #5 shows how ﬁhe '
| operation was carried out, - ] | o o _

A large ar,tilléry prép'araticiii _i.:as fired rar"oﬁé hour prier to H-Hour
which was 2300 on 2 December, This artillery undoubtedly helped, but it
| did not éileﬁce German ai*tillery or dent the German défenses. Geman ar
tillery was dangerous throughout the night., At H—ﬁour., 2nd Bat.talion.cross-
ed the Inde Rﬂ.ve;' with two Companies abreast; G Company on the n:ort;h and E
Company on the south. These two moved in and ook objectives B and C as
shown on the. aMch; | Company F crossed the river thereafter .and.jmmd
south around objective C and into the esstern portion of objedtive B,

Note thet Company F is now in position to assist in the attack enm £he town.
of Lucherburg which is the Regiment's final objective for t'he_night.‘

3rd Battalion moved out in a column of .Gompanies. Company L, the res-‘ '
erve Compény, sent out a reinforced platoon first, which planked the rail- |
. road bridge across the Inde River just south of Inden, This platoon then
gulled.back, under enemy fire, into the factory buildings of the town of
| Ihden. Company I. theﬁ crossed ofer on‘ the bridge, under considerablé. eneny
az_-tiilery fire, and reached the railroad tracks. Here they were halted

| | L |



by strong enemy fire and the Cempany Comnander realized that all hope of
surprise was now lost, He got most of h:i.sﬁén up and they just made a |
dash through the fire for the town. One of his platoons, with some at-

" tached mortars, did become lost during the dash and did miss the early
part of the street Pighting, but this was of no great canseéuenc'e“, they-
did arrive in time te help and this was t.he only t.hing that. might be called.
an error in the night's fight.ing.

The fight for Lucherburg was a tough one, and it was I Gompany's alone,
since L Company was unable to follow them through the fire into _the town.
While I'Gompany speﬁt the night in holdj_.ng a precarious toehold :|.n the
town, L Company was pulled south along the friendly sitia of the river, it
crossed .thé"rivér at Lamersdorf and moved along the _b#tt%lion boundary ‘t-o
 objective B, There it joined Company F, and the two companies together |
'j'oined Gompa.njr I the following day to secure the toun of Luchsrburg,

The foregoing is, mummm what happened, To make it happen
considerable discipline, training #.nd”#our_age was displayed. We will firét_
considér the operations .of the 2nd Battalion, G Go@mv was to lead off by |
crosging the river at 2300 - H.-Hour.' The Company Commander noted that the
‘enemy fire was cénsiderable and was wéll planned to sweep the opnha'.n gr:ound
across which the Company had to move. Consequeﬁtly, he rwved‘ G. Company
across the river before H-Hoﬁxf, ‘while his own artillery was still falling,
He wanted to bhe in pésitic;n to jump '.bhe‘ enemy immediately on the lifting
of the artillery, te wanted no time lag beta_'eeﬁ {;he.la.st artillery round
and the first hand grenade; and his men followed him right into the artillery
‘ fire. 1he Inden River was icy and so was the weathef. “he men had to wade
t.hrough- ice watef under fire, The water was supposed tolbe only about.

22



two feet deep, but the Gemans ha:l burst some dams in the north and the
water in many Vplaces was chest deep. No dlfflculty is recorded in moving
the Company across, immediately behind the artillery fire; an excellent
indication of discipline, training and confidence in .th_e artillery, The

~ Company moved against the enemy with rifies unloaded ! The theory was that
identification would be fécilitétagi if our trbéps used hand grenades and
.r_lbayonet.s' only., Any rifle fire would have %o be.enemy. This seems a pretty
 good idea - if you can get your ‘troeps to Mouy" ite 1‘he;--.:e did., That such
orders could be given s;aeaks well for d:r.scipl:me and t.raining ; their suc-
cess says st::.ll more,

G Gomp'any, then, crossed the ﬁver before H-Hour and moved close behind
their art:u.llery fire into the flat, open fields that the Germans were cov-
ering by five, A rifieman noted, while the shells were still coming in, two
enemy weapons emplacements, cnncrete bunkers. When the last shell landed
this rifleman, operat.ulg en his own initiative, threw two hand grenades
into one bunker and ene. into the other. The two Germans in the first were
lcilled while “the two in the other were worunded and surrendered immediately,
It was found later that the guns in theee bunkers were laid to provide grasz-
ing fire that would have decimated the Gompamr as it mcved on, - The grenades .'
" had arrived ;jﬁst- as the (__‘:ermaﬁs were in the act of manning the gu.ns.' Be-
cause the Infant.ry was sq'.;:lose .behind their artillery fire, the Gemané
never had a cha_;nce to f:.re ﬁha_t- WOl_lid have been a nasty blt of grazing
fire, The Company éntered_ the town that was object;ive B and took it with
relative ease wince they had capitallzed 50 nea.tly on 'bhe surprise appear-
_ance o.f.‘ the Ini‘ant.ry.
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Company E, on the south against objective C, moved ocut under its share
of the artillery preparation and had its objective secured by‘ 23453 LS min=
utes after H-Hour, They caugh‘b. the enemy bjr _surprise and took priscner the
enemy troops that were ﬁhere. E Company's CP moved into a chateau which-
had been used for the same purpgée by the Germans, They captured two
more Germans who walked right into it, not knowing that it had changed
hands, |
In t.hé 3rd Battalion it was all I Company, Their Company Cemmander
Zed them personally in a straight run up t'hg hill on which Lv.éherburg is
situated, An enemy ta.nk'ga:ve them some pause but a bamka team came up
and drove it off with thre; rounds (poor shooting, perhaps, but commen-
dable effort), There féllowed .some excellent street fighta'.né made partic-
' ulariy.memorable by the‘ﬁaétions of the Company Commander, whe got a DSC for
his work {Pesthumaus,' ﬁnf@rtun’a’t’ely. He was killed at about 0200), |

At dawn a'.truce was arranged i'n. Lucherburg between a German doctor and
" one of the Lientenants of I Company., The truce was repudiated by an irate
.Germa‘n infantry c;pmanéer whose men grabbed the American Lieutenant and held
him as a hostage. A Sex_-géé.nt.. grabbed the German doctor to e_:mhé.nga later
for the L_:Lentenéht. This is not an example of training, “per'hap.rs. but I
think it shows consid..é'rable presence of mind,

Ai‘ﬁer the truce the enemy counterattacked viclently, A.Platooh Leader
assumed command of’ the 'Company and he and the artillery FO Stopped'_the at-
tack by calling for mortar é.nd _arﬁi].ler;f fire on their own position, The men
stood this well and continued to fire from basement, ﬁ:i.nddw. The-'Compahy
lé.tgr héd the pleasure of mopping up when Cempanies L.'a‘nd F consoli&ate_d

- the town by their attack from the west (from objective B), Compaﬁy 1 |
| policed up "200. ehemy. dead; they had 18st 25 ofrtheix own men. '
. .



Hith proper training and discipline, when 1edlﬁy leaders of the ﬂfight |
thinking" sort, our troops apparently can fight at night against the best
troops we have ever faced,'and beat thqmﬁdﬂcisivaiy. there must be more |

examplaé.of this sort and none of the other,
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- GONCLUSION

1, Present training directives for night training meke ample bro; |
vision for night training but are subverted,ﬁ?.vgrious individuai'iﬁ; T
terpreﬁatiuné which freguently defeat them,. o o

2o Night training must be increased and stressed.

3. Night training can and should be scheduled in such a manner that
it does not work a hardship on any personnel undergoing or cgndnctmng
o | | : :. o

e Future ground fighting will include even mére night fighting than
there has been in the past, | B |

5, Our own limitations will fofce us to emphasize night operatiéns in
future ground fighting. | _ |

6. Night training does hot contradict or work against day tng,
on the contrary it supplements it and adds to it.

7o Night training nm;?.t include both individual training and unit traine
ing, Individual traiﬂihg does not train units and unit'traiﬁing does not, |

train individuals, | | o |

8. American soldiers have shown that they are caﬁéﬁle of.fighting well
at night. There 1s no reason to believe that any potential ememy will have
an undue advantage over us if we train our troépa propari&‘ibé night opera-
tiond, | “

9a Night eperations should not, éven Just fdr-comvénient clasSifiqaﬁion, '

be considered "Special Operations",

26



1.
26

3.

'ho

Se

T

9,

10,

12,

Hoegh, Leo A, and Doyle, _Hawa.rd J., '

History of the 10hth Infantry Division, i942-19h5 - (Washington,
D.C.: Infantry Journal Press, 19,6), S :

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Army Training Program Number 21-11),
ment of the Army, 2 November 195L).

' (Washington, D.C.: Depart-

Collins-Powell, Major, "Night Operations

Military Review, -
page 66, Jnrmary, 1943, o

Mrective For Night Attacks Pamphlet pubhahed by Major General -

Terry de la Mesa Allen, CG, 10hth Infantry D:Lvision, for issue
to- all officers of the Division, 1%hk.

M ?-20 Infantry Battalion (Washingt-on, D, G.: Department of
the Army, Harch 1950). .

Gugeler, Captain Russell Ay, Combat Actions In Korea (Washlng

ton, D.Ca: Gmnbat Forces Press, 195l).

Pimberwolf Tracks - The

Lorenz, Robert M,, Lt Col, Inf, "The Infantry In Night Opera-
tions®, Military Monograph, Advanced Infantry Officers Class
No. 1, 1952-53, The Infantry School Library, Fort Bemning,
Georgza.

MacDonald, Charles B., Cmnpa.tw Commander (H&shingtun, D.C.s
Infantry Journal Press, 15L7).

Marshall, S.L.A., Men Against Fire (We,shington, D.C.: The In-
fantry Journal and New York: william Merrew and Company, 19L47).

Marshall, S.L.,A., The River and the Gauntlet (New York: Wil-
liam Morrow and Compaxw, 1953).

Hunree, Lieutenant Clark C.," The Second United States Infaw
Division in Korea, 1950-1951 {Tokyo: Tppan Frmting Go., ‘ ).

Pyle, Ernie s Here Is Your War (New York: Henry Holt and Com-

panys 19h3)e

U 167.2
U0’

DS 917,79

G 93
by

D 808.3

_ 10kth
H6

D 809-73‘

23 d
M2 .

U

UB 210
% 35

DS 917.83
M ,
bl

DS %7.63
2d -
A2

D 780.5
P ge.



13. Rigg, Lieutenant Colenel Robert B,, Realistic Combat Train- u
- ing and How To Conduct It (Harrisburg, Pernsylvanias The RN
}ﬁlitary Service Pubiishing Company; 1955). b

1h. Translatlon from an article in Krasneya Zveszda, 1 Auguat. 19143,
~© in Miditary Review, November, 1913,

28



ANNEX A (Sketches)

l. Sketch Number 1 - Posiﬁions of Company K, 9th Infantry Regi-
ment, 25 November 1950,

2. Sketch Number 2 - Schematic sketch of relative positions of
Companies K and L, 9th Infantry Regiment, 25 November 1950,

3. Sketch Number 3 - Positions of Cempany L, 9th Infantry Regi-
ment, 25 Nevember 1950,

i« Sketch Number 4 - "Million Dellar Hill", Positions of Com-
pany K, 5th Infantry Regiment, L August 1951,

5. Sketch Number 5 - Night attack on Lucherburg, Germany, by

-

415th Infantry Regiment, 2 December 194k,
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